
Live theatre is an excellent way to bring information to women in 
isolated areas, yet women in many areas of Afghanistan face 
danger by appearing on stage. Our solution? Create all-female 
theatre groups to perform just for women. In Jalalabad, our new 
all-female troupe (above) is proud of their new dramatic talents, 
but still cover their faces with their certificates for the photo. The 
group created a play about women’s rights to education, forced 
marriage, and the harsh effects of local traditions. Zan Zede Zan, 
Zan Barai Zan (Women Against Women, Women For Women) 
was performed at the Nangarhar Women’s Prison, shelters, and 
women’s shuras in the villages. Audiences were amazed at the 
girls’ talents and thrilled to see live theatre for the first time.
BST member Sahar wrote, “Hearing their life stories, they 
already are some of the most courageous individuals I have 
met, but this is a new outlet for them to demonstrate that.”
The women’s group is now a new wing of Nangarhar Theatre, a 
professional company committed to social theatre. The company 
brings plays on women’s rights into dangerous border areas but, 
for security, without female actors. The men dress as women to 

Bond Street trained 
these young actresses 
in Jalalabad... they dis- 
covered theatre for the 
first time and love it!.
“Theatre is like a 
guiding light in our 
society!” says new
 director, Farahnaz,19

Roya & Tahera of White Star Company in Kabul 
perform Rights are Not Given, They Must Be Taken. The girls share laughter in an image theatre workshop.

Actors from Thukhuma 
Khayeethe of Myanmar 
explore Commedia dell’arte 
with BST. The companies  
are collaborating on Ben 
Johnson’s “Volpone” for 
performances in English 
and Burmese. At left, Than 
Htut Oo (top), Soe Moe Thu 
(L), Thura Thein (R)
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Bond Street Theatre is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization. All donations are tax deductible.  BST is an NGO is association with the United Nations DPI.

Please

Left: Audience 
members in 
Kabul voice 
their opinions 
in a post-show 
discussion. 
The audience 
is also invited 
on stage to act 
out their ideas.
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